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The LORD PRO VOS. 


My Loxp, 
3 HIS letter is addreſſed to you by an Old Burgher, a wellwifh- 


er of yours, and one who is as zealous for the honour, 
the intereſt, and independence of the city, as your Lordſhip 
can be. 

I acknowledge, with gratitude, you have been a very good Pro- 
voſt; I will not fay the beſt, but equal to any of them I have known 
for about forty years paſt, 

Your opponents ſay, that, in conſequence of your ſpirit, and libe- 
rality of ſentiment, the town's funds have gone rather. too freely out 
during your reign, in proportion to the pretent ſtate of her revenue ; & 74 os 
bur this, I hope, is not way; and that you may eaſily be juſtified on . 
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that head. 
I wiſh I could ſay ſo of the buſineſs of Deacon Sommers, wherein 


from the heat of party-zeal. many think you have, perhaps, degra- A. 
ded the dignity of your office, as parent, and univerſal ee of of 
the citizens perſons and liberty. kit Na font of th. sue " 

Your bold propoſal, of allowing the extraordinary deacons/ en ai 
in ſhortening the leets, or taking away that power of ſhortening from 
the council as to deacons entirely, may be very proper, if the other 
alterations to be joined are ſo; but theſe you have not explained. 
The propoſal, however, is extremely well calculated to raiſe a cry 4, 
in your favour, and increaſe your Lordſhip's popularity at this time, 
among that geat body, the trades of Edinburgh. But your brethren 
merchants may perhaps think, you take too much upon you in re- 
gard to their privileges, without conſulting them firſt at large. 

Every good citizen muſt be much hurt by the abuſe and ſcurrility 
thrown out againſt your Lordſhip, and other characters equally re- 
ſpectable, of different ſides, in the courſe of the election- conteſt; and. 
whoever, and of whatever rank he may be, who encourages ſuch 
abuſe and ribaldry, he is, in my opinion, highly blameable. 3 

That your Lordſhip's occupation and good character well intitled 
you to offices in the council and magiitracy, and that you was in 


council before our preſent Right Honourable meinber of parliament 


* 


D 
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had any influence there, 1s notoriouſly known, But whether you 
would have been even Dean of Guild without your connection with 


him, is very doubtful; and that you would not have been firſt ma- 
giſtrate at the laſt election, nor perhaps ang or till long after this,, 


without his patronage, is, I believe, certain for your Lordſhip, and Ham Jul 
every one, knows, that the beſt talents and abilities are not what lead anlicn 
to that office; on the contrary, they are often an invineible bar to we 

perſon's poſſeſſing them ever attaining to it. 

It is the general belief here, that you was promoted to che office in 
contradiction to hopes given of it to another gentleman, who had 
formerly filled it, with equal dignity and ſpirit with yourſelf ; and if 
fo, the favour done to your Lordihip was the greater. 

That this ſeems to have been the caſe, appears by your letter to 
Bailie Walker; a8 you ſay, p. 3. Sir L D—— was poſitive to 
ſupport Mr D 1 for Provoſt, from engagements he 
faid he had been u ſince the time you had come into office ; ; 
and which probably you could be no ſtranger to from the beginning. 

You tell us in this letter, That the principle you and B. Walker ſet 
out upon, was to leſſen the influence of a party, whoſe management 
kad ſo long been conſidered as ſelfiſh and contracted, and to intro- 
duce into the council men of more enlarged views, and who ſhould 
be of the moſt reputable, both merchants and trades. A little lower, 
you tells us, the perſon who was at the head of this felWh and nar- 
row-minded party, had recommended, and in another place you 
fay had nominated, Mr D-——le to be your ſucceſſor; and that you 
ſaw no other end he could have in the propoſal, than an attempt 70 

preſerve the little interęſt he had in council from entirely ſinking. You 
* alſo before told us, that Mr D le had, upon all occaſions, 


n ee the utmoſt contempt of the perſon who now recommended 


him. It is upon this point only, however, of a ſucceſſor to your 
' Lordfhip, and your refuſing to hear of Mr D—— le to be Provoſt, 
that all . ba diſpure in the city has happened. 

You ſay to PER friend and former patron to this purpoſe in effect. 
It is trust Fi made me Provoſt, after giving hopes of it to Mr 
le, of leaſt poſitively engaging to ſupport his nomination 
to that office when it became vacant again: but this promiſe you 
muſt now break, and allow me to nominate a Provoſt who ſhall be 
under my direction: he muſt not be an active man. And you mult 
allow all your other friends, who firſt brought you into power in E- 
dinburgh, and who have elected you twice into parliament, to . be 
kicked out of council; and you muſt depend entirely 0 on me in fu- 
ture; and if you refuſe, | hayza-party formed, who will force you 
18to0 it. FED | 
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1 mean not to make any apology for the old party, or for Sir L.; bur 
every one muſt own that this gentleman was brought into a very par- 
ticular dilemma here by his friend, The public gcod is made the cauſe 
2 or pretence of allthis, I could tigurea caſe, though it is extremely diffi- 
cult to do ſo, perhaps, ſufficient to juſtify ſuch conduct from one friend 

to another, Had the former party wagtonly ſquandered the town's reve- 
nue, or brought its credit into dangefp; had they filled our churches, pro- 
feſſorſhips, and other places, with improper perſons ; had the patron 1 
interfered in every little internal office of the city, and left it not in bo 
the power of the council almoſt to chuſe even a church-beadle with- 
out his permiſſion, as we have known done by a former reſiding pa- 72 
tro; had he propoſed a perſon who would have diſgraced the office Fe hr G i 
of provoſt, in place of one who had filled it with the greateſt ſpirit and . 4a #!} 
dignity ; or * your Lordihip been thwarted in every good ſcheme for » wil 


public utiityf—had all theſe, or any of them, been the caſe, perhaps 
there might have been ſome excuſe for ſuch a conduct from one friend yC π 
to another: but they are not even pretended. det 4 | 1 

The only excuſe is, that the old party was thought/ to act on ſelt- , uus 
iſh and contracted prineiples. This, my Lord, is too chin“ To what © F 
then are we to attribute all this noiſe and buſtle, and this hard deal- 
ing, to ſay no more, with a friend? To nothing, ſurely, but to your 
Lordſhip's and ſome of your friends precipitant ambition, by graſping _ 
at that power iramediately, which, from the age and avocations of HA 14 
the former conductor as you call him, of the old party, and other Zo | 
circumſtances, muſt inevitably have fallen into your hands in a year | 
or two, if you could have had patience, 

It is in vain to pretend that your aim was only the intereſt of the 
public, or your deſire to have perſons of proper ſpirit in the magi- 
ſtracy, or-even the depreſſion of the old narrow-minded party. You 
have told us yourſelf, that their power was little, and entirely ſink- | 
ing; that the perſon propoſed by your friend as chief magiſtrate, 1 
had a perfect contempt of the leader of the ſinking party, ſo was no- E 
wiſe likely to rear that party up again, Undoubtedly then, my Lord, * 
however you may pretend to cover it, your jealouſy was not of the = 
old narrow-minded party, but of Mr D—-— Ile, a man of public 
ſpirit, like yourſelf, whom you probably meant to keep tor ever out 
of the chair, for fear he ſhould {tand in the way of tome of your ſe- 
cret ambitious plans: for you will not pretend” that he would have 
thwarted any you could have for the good of the public: on the 
contrary, he was more able to forward any fuch plans, from his being 
in the vigour of life, than the perion you have propoted in his place, 
who, however reſpeQable, proper, aud well intitled to the office other- 
wiſe, is far on in the decline of life. 
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I ſincerely wiſh your Lordſhip had omitted ſeveral reflections in 


your letter againſt your late friends. In the particular fituation you 
ſtood with them, they were very improper ; and 1 am informed they 


are alſo void of foundation. 

Upon the whole, I extremely regret the difagreeable ſituation into 
which you have brought yourſelf and your late friend, I think it 
very difficult, if not impoſſible, to juſtify your conduct to him, as 
your political benefactor at leaſt, 1 with your ambition, and chat of 
ſome of your friends had been leſs precipitant: Fe Pina lente Ter 
Lord, is a good old adage, and I with you had kept it in wore) 
eye. The epithet of chu has been beſtowed by your party ur one 
of the ſoundeſt heads and beſt magiſtrates I have ever known in — 


4 $burgh ; perhaps it would have better ſuited your Lordſhip, — | 
&1a” of yourJſeconds. I hope your Lordſhip will; for — file as 


well as that of the public, drive leſs furiouſiy, when Fou come a- 


G tor gain into power. 
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I have the honour to, be, with great reſpect, &c. 


ANOTHER OLD MAGISTRATE. 


Edinburgh, Sept. 30. 1776. 


